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Benefice Contacts 
For information about Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals etc. please contact 

the Vicar, The Rev Sally Wheeler 
The Vicarage, Church Lane, Marshfield, SN14 8NT 

Tel: 01225 892180 Email: marshfield.benefice@gmail.com 
Benefice Curate: Rev. Lynne Godfrey 01249 446734 

Lay Ministers 

Benefice Safeguarding Officers 

StMary's Church, Marshfield 
Churchwardens 

PCC Secretary 
PCC Treasurer Designate 
Deputy Treasurers 
Gift Aid/Giving Officer 
Church Bookings 

Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton 
Churchwarden 
PCC Secretary 
PCC Treasurer 

StMary Magdalene Church, Tormarton 
Churchwarden 
PCC Secretary 
PCC Treasurer (Acting) 

StJames' Church, West Littleton 
Churchwardens 
PCC Treasurer 

Marshfield Chapel 
Cotswold Edge: 

Aurea Hart (LLM) 01225 891453 
Mike Strathdee (LLM) 01225 891001 
Andrew Gammie 01225 892392 
Charles Keen (LLM) 01225 892446 
Aurea Hart 01225 891453 
Sally Kerr 01225 892126 

Eric Pullin 01225 891351 
Paul White 01225 891765 
Melanie Hardy 01225 891962 
Kate Brain 
Sue & Richard Owen 
Peter Brunyate 01225 891508 
Sally Wheeler 01225 892180 

Monica Green 01225 891669 
Lucy Wylde 01225 892388 
Jean Purnell 01225 891274 

Bruce Finnamore 01454 218236 
Janet Wells 01454 218549 
Janet Wells 01454 218549 

David Adams 01225 891100 
Michael Horgan 01225 891486 

David Spence 01225 891115 
Paul Sawyer 01225 891436 
(deadline for items for Cots wold Edge- 15th of each 

month) 
T ormarton Newsletter: Diana Elliott 01454 218364 
St. Mary's House, Tormarton or email: diana.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Websites: 
Benefice website www.marshfieldchurch.org 
To book Marshfield Church premises check bookings on website then contact Richard Shreeve. 
Tormarton www.tormarton.org West Littleton www.westlittleton.com 
Bristol Diocese www.bristol.anglican.org/ 
Church of England www.churchofengland.org 
Information on Christian Faith www.rejesus.co.uk/ 
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Letter from the Ministry Team 
"A Happy New Year" 

As we move into 2020 we are moving from the darkness of mid-winter towards the 
light of spring - "there is a new day dawning!" So said Boris Johnson on Friday after 
he and the Conservative party had won the General Election and gained a massive 
majority in Parliament. And in one way he is right, as we who have recently 
celebrated the real Christmas know! The Bible tells us that Christ came into the 
world to bring light into dark places and Paul tells us that we are the people who 
bring light to others: "For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Live as children of light." (Ephesians 5:8). If we are children of light then our 
way of life needs to reflect this if it is to have any affect on the people around us. 
Words are not enough - we need to show people what it is to be part of the Christian 
family! 

In the world today we, who worship in our parish church of St Mary's, recognise that 
climate change is having a massive effect on the planet. We have made a decision 
that we want to be seen as people who are prepared to do something to improve the 
situation -a new day is dawning! As you already know we have signed up to Eco
Church and, with Sustainable Marshfield, are trying to make changes in our own 
life-style to preserve resources and reduce our carbon footprint. Our Eco-Church 
December newsletter is available in church reporting on what steps have already 
been taken - and asking people to sign up to help us do even more under the 
headings of: Worship and teaching ; Managing our buildings; Managing our Land; 
Community and Global outreach; and Our lifestyes. Here are some words of 
encouragement when it all seems too difficult: "How do you do it?" said the night. 
"How do you wake up and shine?" "I keep it simple" said light, "one day at a time." 
(by Lenn Sissay). 

The Bishop of Bristol recently circulated a prayer for us to use: 
Loving Lord, call us out of our sleep. 

Awaken our hearts and minds to your hope. 
Awaken us to be renewed with creation. 

Awaken us to the joy of enabling others to live life to the full. 
Loving Lord, call us out of our sleep. Amen. 

News from the Diocese,Deanery and Benefice 

From the December Benefice Registers: 
Baptisms 

Oscar Albert Austin , 151 December, StMary's Marshfield 

Grace Alice Hughes, 22nd December, St Mary's Marshfield 
Funeral 

Gerard Evelyn Raymond Smyth, 3'd December, St Mary's Marshfield 

Aurea Hart 
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Benefice Christmas Services: Thank you! 
To all the organists, musicians, singers, flower arrangers, stewards, candle 
chargers, bell ringers and hospitality volunteers who have enabled us to celebrate 
Christmas so beautifully in all our churches around the Benefice. The birth of Christ 
is a miracle full of hope and promise and all our efforts ensure others see how 
important His coming is to us and the world. 

Plough Sunday -Sunday 12th January: We will have a short Benefice service in St 
Mary's, starting at 11.30 am for the blessing of the soil , the livestock and farm 
machinery (represented by a wonderful old plough) before tucking into a hot meal at 
the back of church . We look forward to welcoming many from the village and our 
local farming community to join us in this traditional rural service of prayers and 
thanksgiving and a great lunch! 

Marshfield Church Finance Team: 2020 heralds a time of change as those who 
have been looking after our finances hand over their responsibilities. Grateful thanks 
from the PCC to Pam Mills after taking on the post of Church Treasurer for the last 
few years, and to Mary and Robin Hammond for looking after the weekly collections 
and recording for over 6 years. 

2020 Benefice Weekend Away: Lee Abbey is booked for us to go away together 
for a weekend in October, and there are still a few places left if you would like to join 
us! Contact Sally Wheeler (892180), Janet Spence(891115) or Aurea Hart (891453) 
if you would like to know more. It is suitable for all ages, with a programme of 
activities for children and beautiful coastal walks for those who appreciate time to 
reflect, as well as worship together and time for deepening faith and friendships. 

Chippenham Deanery Synod, November 2019: Main items on the Agenda were:
(1) Creating Connections: Rev Victor Howlett outlined progress with addressing 
the 3 questions previously posed to Synod by the Area Dean. The synod results 
were compiled into a list in priority order and Chris Priddy from the Diocese has 
produced a summary sheet listing the various headings, with links to potential 
resources that the diocese has. It was hoped over several Deanery Synods to 
combine the various topics to maintain momentum in the priorities identified, 
commencing in the New Year with the challenge or opportunity of an ageing 
congregation 

(2) Parish Boundary Changes: - Marshfield Benefice is unaffected. 

(3)The Eco-Church & Parish Focus: Claire Fussell, as Bristol Diocesan 
Environmental Officer, spoke about A Rocha , a Christian Environmental Group the 
Diocese has linked with to encourage all churches to become 'Eco-Church'. This 
involves five areas we need to consider: Worship and Teaching , Buildings; Church 
Land; Global and community links; and Lifestyle. Issues discussed by Synod 
included: carbon footprint; bio-diversity ; worship and liturgy; historic buildings; 
lifestyle choices; community and legal engagement. She stressed the importance of 
thinking about climate change from a Christian perspective. Action to protect God's 
creation is the outworking of the Gospel . (Please see: www.arocha.org/en/). 
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Diary, News and Events for January 

Marshfield 

Mothers' Union: The local branch will meet on Tuesday, 21st January, 2.30pm ;:~t 

Willow House, West Littleton Rd. 

Marshfield Church Winter Change of Time for Evening Services: From January 
through to March, the usual evening services will move from 6.00pm to 4.00pm to 
make it easier with the dark evenings. 

The exception is on 2nd February, when we will have a Choral Evensong for 
Candlemass at 6.00pm. 

Candlemass, 2nd February: This Sunday commemorates the Presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple, described in Luke 2:22-40. This year, the festival will be celebrated 
with two services at St Mary's and Bishop Viv of Bristol will join us either in the 
morning or evening (tbc in Sunday Post, and February's Cotswold Edge) 

• a Celebration of Baptism for all the baptised and any Godparents in our parishes. 
This short and informal service takes place at 4.00pm, followed by cupcakes! 

• a Full Choral Evensong at 6.00pm 

St Mary's Thank You to June Savage: We said a heartfelt 'thank you' to June, 
who is moving to be near her family after serving faithfully in Marshfield Church 
choir for 50 years. She has also been a church flower arranger and made the 
wonderful tapestry inside the main door depicting the history of St Mary's to mark its 
750 anniversary . June also made the wedding kneeler on which so many couples 
have knelt to be blessed as they start their married life. We all wish her well and 
hope to see her on return visits. 

Cold Ashton 

Cold Ashton PCC: meets on Monday,61h January, 8pm at the Vicarage 

Bible Study group:meets on Thursday 161h January at 10.30 am. Contact Rev'd 
Sally Wheeler (892180) or Jean Purnell (891274) for details. 

Tormarton 

Church@Spm, Tormarton starts January 12th!: Following the success of Cold 
Ashton's Church@5pm tea time service, we are going to try it in St Mary Magdalene 
on 2nd Sundays in January- March . 

We hope to see families from the village and across the Benefice, who would 
enjoy a short, lively all-age service with shared activities and some healthy teatime 
snacks to follow. 
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Growing in Faith and Prayer - Home, Youth and Prayer Groups 

Alpha: a new evening Alpha will begin on Wednesdays at 7pm, in mid-January for 
any who'd like to know more about the Christian faith and why it's 'Good News' for 
so many. It's an informal, 'all questions welcome' course with supper provided, run 
by Mike & Celia Strathdee. Details from Mike & Celia (891 001) or Rev. Sally 
(892180). 

Post Alpha groups: continue to meet on Tuesday 14th January at the Vicarage 

Other Home Groups: during January they will meet as follows:-

• 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 8.00 pm at 86 High St (contact Richard & Sue Shreeve, 
891169) 

• 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10.30 am at Willow House, W Littleton Rd (contact 
Aurea & Christopher Hart, 891453). 

Edward Bear Toddler Time: This meets every Friday 10.30 -11.30 am at 
Marshfield Chapel. All pre-school children with their parents /carers are welcome. 

Youth Groups: 

• Bunch -for 8-11 yrs meets on Sunday, 5th January, 5.30-6.30 pm in the 
Church Hall. 

• Thrive- for 12-14 yrs meets on Sunday, 5th January, 7.30-8.30 pm in the 
Church Hall. 

Prayer Groups: These meet as follows:-
• Village Prayers- weekly on Tuesday, 10.00 am at Marshfield Chapel- except 

on the 2nd Tuesday when we join in the Village Communion . 

• Local House of Blessing Prayer- meets weekly. If you would like more detai ls, 
please contact Sue Shreeve (891169) or Mike & Celia Strathdee (891 001 ). 

Chapel Programme for January 
Sun Sth 9.30 am Prayer at Chapel 

10.30 am David Spence* (New Year message) 
6.00 pm Robert Simpkins (1 Timothy 1:1-11) 

Sun 12th 10.30 am Joint service at St Mary's 
6.00 pm Bible study (1 Timothy 1:12-20) 

Tues 14th 10.00 am Village Communion at Chapel 

Sun 19th 10.30 am Cafe Church- Discussion(Fellowship) 
6.00 pm Paul Sawyer* (1 Timothy 2:1-7) 

Sat 25th 10.30 am Morning Coffee at Chapel 

Sun 261h 10.30 am John Schofield John 6:35-51) 
6.00 pm Aurea Hart (1 Timothy 3:1-13) 

(* Communion service- the offerings will go to the Children 's Society) 
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Benefice Prayer Diary 
Marshfield with Cold Ashton and Tormarton with West Littleton 

JANUARY 2020 
A Benefice Prayer 
Lord, let us not labour for you in vain. Teach us to pray, deepen our fellowship, 
enable our ministry, strengthen our benefice, and nurture our children. That, united 
in Christ, we might indeed become a holy temple in which you dwell by your Spirit. 
Amen 

Week 1: 151-41h January During the week, please pray:-
- thanking God that the new year offers us an opportunity to put aside the 

disappointments and difficulties of the past year and make a new start in our 
lives 

- for other Christians who live in our community but are not part of our parish 
churches 

Week 2: 51h-111h January During the week, please pray:-
- for the people of the parish of Marshfield , its PCC and churchwardens 
- for the work with children through the Kids Club, "The Bunch" and "Thrive" in 

Marshfield. Pray for the leaders, the children and their families 
- remembering the guiding star that led the Maji to the place of the Messiah at 

Epiphany, that we may be both alert to the signs of God's guidance and willing to 
follow where He leads us 

Week 3: 121h-181h January During the week, please pray :-
- for the people of the parish of Tormarton, its PCC, and churchwarden 
- remembering the elderly of our communities. Pray for the various ways in which 

our communities support them and for the volunteers who provide this support 
- for those you know who view the way ahead with concern , and those who only 

see darkness. May Christ's love bring light, peace and hope to them 

Week 4: 191h·251h January During the week, please pray:-
- for the people of the parish of West Littleton, its PCC and churchwarden 
- for all those who earn their living within the Benefice. Pray also for those seeking 

work, changing jobs or starting work for the first time 
- for Christian Aid , Tearfund and other Christian organisations seeking to show 

God's love in action through aid work 

Week 5: 261h-3151 January During the week, please pray-
- for the people of the parish of Cold Ashton , its PCC, and churchwarden 
- for the Benefice Ministry Team members - Rev Sally Wheeler, Rev Lynne 

Godfrey, Andrew Gammie, Aurea Hart, Charles Keene and Mike Strathdee,and 
for our diocesan Bishop, Vivienne Faull and our suffragan Bishop Lee Rayfield 

- for the clergy and people of our link Diocese of Mukono, Uganda 

Please Note: If you would like a prayer to be included in the prayers at our Tuesday prayer group 
or in this Prayer Diary, please contact Paul Sawyer, 16 Fairfield Close, Marshfield (891436) 
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Services for January 2020 
All services are Common Worship unless otherwise stated. 

Sunday 5th January (The Epiphany) 

9.00 am Holy Communion Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton 
10.30 am Morning Worship* StMary's, Marshfield 

Rev L Godfrey 
M Strathdee 

10.30 am Holy Communion StMary Magdalene, Tormarton Rev L Godfrey 
4.00 pm Evensong BCP StMary's, Marshfield C Keen 

Sunday 12th January (Epiphany 1 - Plough Sunday) 
9.00 am Holy Communion BCP StMary's, Marshfield 

11.30 am Benefice Plough St Mary's, Marshfield 
Service & Lunch 

Rev S Wheeler 
Rev S Wheeler 

4.00 pm Evensong BCP 
5.00 pm Church@5pm 

St Mary's, Marshfield A Hart 
StMary Magdalene, Tormarton RevS Wheeler 

Tuesday 14th January 
10.00 am Village Communion 

Sunday 19th January (Epiphany 2) 
8.30 am Breakfast Church 
9.00 am Holy Communion 

10.30 am Cafe Church 
10.30 .am Family Service 
4.00 pm Holy Communion BCP 

Sunday 261h January (Epiphany 3) 
9.00 am Holy Communion BCP 

10.30 am Holy Communion* 
4.00 pm Evensong BCP 
5.00 pm Teatime Church 

Marshfield Chapel 

St Mary's, Marshfield 
Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton 
St Mary's, Marshfield 
StMary Magdalene, Tormarton 
St Mary's, Marshfield 

St James, West Littleton 
St Mary's, Marshfield 
St Mary's, Marshfield 
Holy Trinity, Cold Ashton 

* Kids Club sessions at StMary's Marshfield 

An Epiphany Prayer 

Almighty God , 
your Son Jesus Christ is the the light of the world. 

AGammie 
Rev S Wheeler 
Rev S Wheeler 
M Strathdee 
Rev L Godfrey 

Rev S Wheeler 
Rev S Wheeler 
Congregation 
Rev S Wheeler 

Grant that your people may shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped and obeyed 

to the ends of the earth ,now and for ever 
(from the Book of Common Order, Church of Scotland) 
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